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People living in large societies follow different 

religions. Almost all countries of the world have 

citizens following different religions. But the 

number of people following various religions differ. 

community is likely to dominate the minority 

minority are likely to be subjugated to those of the 

majority community. People belonging to minority 

communities might be discriminated against by 

other minorities are treated badly in the Jewish 

of discrimination against the minorities. In many 

recognition by the State at the expense of other 

followers of all religions are treated equally as the 

State does not recognise any particular religion. 

All religious communities are treated equally. 

practise and propagate any religion they like. It 

power of the State stand separated. Secularism 

refers to this separation of religion from the State.

SECULARISM

Secularism is a word which has its origin in 
western countries and relates to the separation of the 
church from the State. It gives the State a position of 

same time guaranteeing all citizens the right to profess 

the sense of treating all religions on an equal footing 
and ruling out discrimination against any citizen on 
the ground of his religion.

Secularism is ‘tolerance of all religions with 
special emphasis on the protection of minorities and 

(i) Separation of religion from politics (ii) Acceptance 
of religion as purely and strictly private affairs of 
individuals having nothing to do with the State. 
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the State is the freedom of religion. In keeping with 

and embrace any other religion. Citizens of the  
same religious community are also given freedom to 
interpret their religious scriptures as per their opinion 

to follow the religious dogmas and rituals very 
strictly while the liberal section of the same religious 
community prefer to ignore them. Let us take the 

the Scheduled Caste as impure and avoided touching 

the practice of untouchability as it was against the  
fundamental principles of democracy. If the State 

would have prevented the State from discontinuing 

to separate government and religion to allow freedom 
to interpret religious teachings.

WHAT IS INDIAN SECULARISM?

Students have to bear in mind that secularism 
is not an exotic concept planted in India from the 
west. It grew out of its past history of wide and 

a tremendous impetus to the process of bringing the 
people of various communities closer. Even in Ancient 

is not good if mixed up with politics.”

 Explaining the secular character of 

of the State. Secularism is neither anti-God nor 

even stress on material comforts. It proclaims that it 
lays stress on the universality of spiritual values which 
may be attained by a variety of ways.” According 

which guarantees individual and corporate freedom 

either to promote or interfere with religion.”

respect ...”

WHY IT IS IMPORTANT TO SEPARATE  

RELIGION FROM THE STATE

are multi-religious societies. People following different 
religions live together. Within various religious 

the basis of adult franchise to rule on their behalf. 

belonging to the majority religious community form 

State power might be utilised to discriminate against 

the spirit and ideals of democracy which guarantees 

even killing of religious minorities. Armed with power 
and authority the majority could prevent minorities 

State could even pass laws banning other religions 

favours available to the majority religious group. 

to all citizens. All democracies seek to establish social 

would be impossible to create an egalitarian society.

necessary to separate religion from the State. 

 

democratic governments to separate religion from 
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the atheist. It eliminates God from the matters of the 

State and ensures that no one shall be discriminated 

against on the ground of religion.”

preamble. It was added in the preamble by the 

 

(a) the State will not compel any citizen to pay 

taxes for the promotion or maintenance of 

any particular religion or religious institution.

any educational institution wholly provided 

by State funds.

 Every person is 

guaranteed the freedom of conscience and the 

own religion.

 Every 

religious community has the right to establish and 

maintain institutions for religious and charitable 

purposes. 

equality before the law and equal protection of 

of secularism to the widest extent. It prohibits 

equality of opportunity to all citizens in matters 

of public employment.

the Constitution guarantees all communities the 

the right to establish and administer educational 

institutions of their choice.”

HOW THE INDIAN STATE FUNCTIONS AS  

SECULAR

Indian State functions in various ways to 

carry out the mandate of the Constitution.

1. It uses a strategy of distancing itself from religion. 

formed only by the representatives of a particular 

and judiciary are not supposed to promote or 

schools cannot promote or discriminate against 

particular religious group. 

In a Government Senior Secondary School 

in Madhopur, students wanted to celebrate Durga 

Puja. Some of the senior students approached the  

principal ......

Sir, we wish to celebarte the
Durga Puja in school, this
year. As it is our last year at
school we would not like to
miss the opportunity! We also
want financial help ...

Dear students, it isn’t possible. You
forget that this is a government
school. We aren’t allowed to celebrate
any religious festival in the school
campus. We can’t give importance to
a particular religion. There is a week’s
holiday. Celebrate it at home.

The Principal is
right. All religions
are equal in the eyes
of the government.
This thought never
occurred to us!

OK! We shall
celebrate Durga
Pu ja in our
localities. We
should abide by
the rule.



258

right thing by refusing permission to students to 

policy of treating all religions equally.

One of the main reasons why government declares 

enable people to celebrate the festivals at home.

is through the policy of non-interference in the 

respects the religious sentiments of people of every 

facilitate pilgrimage to holy places and take out 

In a military cantonment, two young Army recruits 
are talking. One is putting on the Army cap, another 
is a Sikh soldier wearing a pugri on his head.

In the given 

soldiers are allowed to wear pugri or turban as 

state recognizes the fact that wearing a pugree 

is an important religious practice of Sikhs which 

needs to be respected.

intervention was necessary to ban such a social 

whose Constitution does not allow any kind 

intervene to ensure the right of inheritance of 
members of a particular religious community. 

women the right to inherit 
agricultural land of their fathers. 

o 

intervention. It grants permission 
to religious communities to 
set up their own schools and 

aid and other benefits. It is a 

of the communities. All religious 
communities have the right 
to establish and administer 
educational institutions of their 
choice.  

COMPARISION WITH OTHER 

SECULAR COUNTRIES

secularism are similar to those 
of other secular democratic 

is a slight difference between 
Indian and western conception 

western conception of secularism  means mutual exclusion of State and religion for the purpose of protecting 
values such as individual freedom and citizenship rights of individuals. Mutual exclusion means that religion 
and State must be strictly separated. Both religion and State must stay away from the internal affairs of one 

Hey, where is your cap?You are supposed
to wear it. It is a part of our army uniform.

Don’t worry. I am allowed to put on the
turban instead of the army cap. For
Sikhs, a turban is a part of the uniform.

But why?
For us it is an important religious mark. It is
a privilege given to us by the Government.



259

exercise of religion.” It means that the legislature 

of them can interfere in the affairs of one another. 

in the United States of America. As against complete 
separation between religion and State in Europe and 

abolish untouchability.

Children in a government school in the U.S.A. 

have been many legal challenges objecting to 

principle of the Constitution of the U.S.A.

conditions in India were different and to respond 

Constitution had to work out an alternative conception 

in two ways and for two different reasons.

  As several 

community equality was as necessary as equality 

freedom and self-respect was dependent on the 

Constitution grants equal rights to all religious 

of religion in India means the freedom of religion 
of both individuals as well as communities.

rel igiously sanctioned customs such as 
untouchability deprived individuals of the most 
basic dignity and self-respect. Such customs 
(like untouchability) were so deeply rooted that 

State may help or hinder religious communities 
depending on which mode of action promotes 
values such as freedom and equality.

religion and State meant maintenance of a principled 

upon which of these two would better promote 
the ideals laid out in the Constitution – the ideals 

is functioning according to the secular principles. 

their rights.

Points to Remember
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Glossary

COERCION :

EGALITARIAN SOCIETY :

INTERVENTION OF THE STATE :

PUGRI :

TYRANNY OF THE MAJORITY :
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1. _______________

2. In _______________

_______________.

_______________

_______________
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3.

4.

5.

1.

[HOTS]

2.

3.

Time to Do Tasks for FA
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1. 

2. 

Life Skills


